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Embedded Text Inside Images 

Search engines can't read text embedded in 
images. It is considerably better to use HTML 
with CSS styling versus using an image that has 
text embedded within it if you want search 
engines to best understand your content. 
 



ALT Text Optimization 

Spam 

ω<img srcҐάōƻȅΦƧǇƎϦ ŀƭǘҐϦȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƪƛŘ 
blonde boy black ape black gorilla gorilla statue 
sculpture embrace hug hold standing sitting 
climbing on climb squeeze photo picture image"/> 

Not Good ω<img srcҐάōƻȅΦƧǇƎϦ ŀƭǘҐϦϦκҔ 

Okay ω<img srcҐάōƻȅΦƧǇƎϦ ŀƭǘҐάƪƛŘϦκҔ 

Best 
ω<img srcҐάōƻȅΦƧǇƎϦ ŀƭǘҐά¸ƻǳƴƎ .ƻȅ IǳƎƎƛƴƎ DƻǊƛƭƭŀ 

Statue"> 

ALT Text will help the search engines understand 
what your image is about. They use this 
information to determine relevancy to the 
searches query. 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/2425964693/


Image File Name Optimization 

Spam 
ω<img srcҐάWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ-Britney-Kissing-Christina-Matt-Cutts-

Spears-Nude-Madonna-sex-lesbian-kissing-photo.jpg" 
alt="Jeremiah Andrick Kissing Matt Cutts "/> 

Not Good 
ω<img srcҐάLaDлфннΦƧǇƎϦ ŀƭǘҐϦWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ !ƴŘǊƛŎƪ YƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

Matt Cutts"/> 

Okay 
ω<img srcҐάƪƛǎǎƛƴƎΦƧǇƎϦ ŀƭǘҐϦWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ !ƴŘǊƛŎƪ YƛǎǎƛƴƎ aŀǘǘ 

Cutts"/> 

Best 
ω<img srcҐάWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ-Kissing-Matt-Cutts.jpg" alt="Jeremiah 

Andrick Kissing Matt Cutts"> 

Another factor search engines use is the image 
file name. Using an image file name that is 
descriptive will help the search engines know the 
contents of your image. Be sure to separate 
words with hyphens and keep the image name 
less than 5 words long to avoid spam flags. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3609981408/


Group Similar Images Into Folders 

Spam 

ωBrentDPayne.com/seo-blog/baldseo.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/seo-consulting/tribune-tower.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/in-house-seo-director/header.jpg 

Not Good 

ωBrentDPayne.com/posts/baldseo.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/tribune-tower.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/custom/front/header.jpg 

Okay 

ωBrentDPayne.com/images/baldseo.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/images/tribune-tower.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/images/site/header.jpg 

Best 

ωBrentDPayne.com/images/people/baldseo.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/images/structures/buildings/tribune-tower.jpg 

ωBrentDPayne.com/images/site/front-page/header.jpg 

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 
into folders on your server (i.e. animals, plants, 
places, thumbnails, full-size). 
 
Note: Adult images should be more than one 
folder away from the rest of the images! 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brentdpayne/3194503436/

